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Climate change refers to a significant long-term change in the expected patterns of the weather conditions of a particular period. This is usually brought about by the abnormal variations of climate.[footnoteRef:1] This is something that was witnessed at the end of the third millennium in Egypt, Mesopotamia and the Indus valley. The area experienced a lot of climate change due to the numerous activities that were taking place. Climate change affected most of the river basin areas and eventually led to the collapse of the river basin societies. Most of the societies around the river basin depended mostly on the water from the river for their economic and social activities. The rivers provided a source of living for the people and thus was a very important natural source. [1:  Ghosh, Amitav. The great derangement: Climate change and the unthinkable. Penguin UK, 2018.
] 

One of the theories used to explain the development of societies in these regions is the economic theory. This is a theory that was sought to explain the economic needs of the people that led to most of them settling near the river basin. This was in order to acquire food and other forms of resources that they could sell and thus get money. This also enables them to acquire other livelihood items through the funds that they get.[footnoteRef:2] The water from the river, therefore, provided them with items such as fish that they would harvest and sell to people in far places. This contributed greatly to the development of societies as more and more people descended upon the river basins. Another theory that was used to explain this is the social theory. The rivers provided people with a resource that could be used for social activities. This includes games and competitions that were carried out along the rivers. The people who settled there competed against each other in terms of swimming, diving and other forms of games. This attracted a great number of people from far areas who in turn settled around the area. The political theory also advanced the development of societies as they sought to protect the interest that they had on the area. The people wanted to acquire territories and defend themselves from any form of aggression. This led to most of them uniting to form q strong society that could be able to deal with enemies. [2:  Tol, Richard SJ. "The economic impacts of climate change." Review of Environmental Economics and Policy 12, no. 1 (2018): 4-25.
] 

Climate change is believed to have affected most of these societies and eventually led to their collapse. This is due to the fact that climate change occurs for a long time and thus the consequences that are faced as a result of this are severe. Climate change along the rivers basins brought a lot of suffering to the people as it affected their source of living. Climate change resulted in the drying up of some of the rivers which in turn denied the people from accessing food. [footnoteRef:3]This caused a lot of hunger resulting in the societies moving away from the region. The fact that they did not have anything to eat meant that they had to move and this led to the disintegration of the societies. They were also unable to earn money due to lack of resources to sell or competitions to host. This signified the collapse of the societies as they had to look for other areas that they could sustain themselves. The understanding of the global climate aids the study of prehistory as one can relate to the concepts learned about climate change and the events that took place along time ago. The events documented as a result of climate change can well be analyzed and compared with the present time. Thus one is able to understand what is happening currently and also understand much of the prehistory. [3:  Pecl, Gretta T., Miguel B. Araújo, Johann D. Bell, Julia Blanchard, Timothy C. Bonebrake, I-Ching Chen, Timothy D. Clark et al. "Biodiversity redistribution under climate change: Impacts on ecosystems and human well-being." Science 355, no. 6332 (2017): eaai9214.
] 

Several arguments have been advanced concerning the issue of climate change. The arguments tend to explain to a great extent the concept of climate change and the effects that it has had on the societies. One of the most convincing arguments is the fact that climate change occurs over a long period of time and causes great destruction. This is convincing because the effects that are seen in the present time are as a result of previous years of climate change. The effects of yesteryears are felt at present and this goes to affirm the argument takes place over years rather than a short time. Another convincing argument is that climate change affects the development of societies. It has been proved that climate change has negative effects that may affect the development of societies. This is true in the case of societies in the river basin areas that were heavily affected by climate change.[footnoteRef:4] One least convincing argument for climate change is that its results are always negative. This is not the case as there are times in which climate change may occur and result in favorable conditions for the people. This may be the reduction of hot weather which saves the people from the high dehydration that they suffer. Therefore, in as much as climate change may be deemed negative, certain elements may prove useful to the people. [4:  Vetter, Tobias, Julia Reinhardt, Martina Flörke, Ann van Griensven, Fred Hattermann, Shaochun Huang, Hagen Koch et al. "Evaluation of sources of uncertainty in projected hydrological changes under climate change in 12 large-scale river basins." Climatic Change 141, no. 3 (2017): 419-433.
] 
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